
Internal Committee 8th March 2021 
Photovoltaic Panels for Council Buildings 

 
The climate change sub-committee (reporting to our External committee) has agreed the 
preferred supplier as Green Man Solar for Photovoltaic (solar PV) panels based on price, 
reliability, and sound references. Quotations were scrutinised from 3 companies. Cllr 
Quinton has led on this initiative. 
 
That sub-committee would like to proceed as soon as possible with installation on various 
council buildings to enhance the council’s green credentials and contribute to our 
commitment for carbon neutrality by 2030. 
 
In all, 5 buildings were considered, 3 of which cannot go ahead at present because of 
impending renovation (Station Rd Toilets, the Pavilion and the Town Hall). The remaining 2 
buildings are: 
 
St Michaels Maintenance facility 
This has the advantage of both South and West facing roof areas and would benefit greatly 
from solar panels. This would supply: 

 Heating and Lighting within the building 

 Facilitation for a gradual move-over to rechargeable tools and vehicles. 

 Power supply for events at the park 

 Re-selling of power back to the grid. 
The quotation for PV panels for this building is £11,120 (quote attached) and gives a best-
case saving of £2086 p.a. giving payback within just over 5 years. Even with a lower saving, 
the payback on this building would be very short and any electricity price increases will 
effectively increase the saving. 
Batteries can be added at a later date once we have trialled the effect of the solar panels 
and decided whether it would be beneficial to store electricity for use overnight (for 
charging etc). There is little difference in the cost whether the batteries are installed later or 
with the panels. Current battery technology guarantees at least 80% efficiency after 10 
years. 
Planning permission should not be required. 
 
Tractor shed & Toilet Block 
The roof of the old tractor shed is west facing and the toilet block is flat-rooved so PV panels 
can be angled to face south. Total cost of the PV panels for the two buildings is £10,435 with 
a saving of £1,547 (payback under 7 years). 
Advantages are: 

 Heating and Lighting within the buildings 

 Any power required for cleaning apparatus 

 Power supply for events  

 Re-selling of power back to the grid. 
 
 



Both the pent roof of the tractor shed, and the flat roof of the toilet block require attention 
to allow them to support PV panels. Quotations are attached for work to the rooves of both 
buildings. Note the tractor shed has been considered for a Changing Places facility (see 
previous agenda item) 
 

Roofing: Toilet Block Quotes range from £3150 to £12022. Tractor shed quotes range from 
£4000 to £8022 
 

Proposals:  
1. St Michaels Maintenance facility.  

a) That the quotation of £11,120 be accepted. 
b) Sources of possible funding will be investigated during the planning process 

(RCEF for instance) 
2. Toilet Block and Old Tractor shed 

a) That a decision should be made whether to proceed with the toilet block at this 
stage. 

b) If the answer to a) is yes accept the PV quotation of £10,435 and select the 
preferred roofing quotes for each building. 

c) If the answer to a) is no request a proportionate reduction in the PV quotation 
and select the preferred roofing quote for the Old Tractor shed only. 

 
 
 
 
Phil Burgess 
Town Clerk 
 
Impact on Crime and Disorder : None 
Impact on Bio-diversity  : Major 
Budgetary Impact  : Moderate with short payback times 


